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stops, design programs to reduce racial
profiling, and train law enforcement officers,
which we were successful in getting included
in the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users
(SAFETEA-LU) in 2005. Although that grant
program was just a small piece of the large
SAFETEA-LU bill, nearly half of the states
participated in the program for multiple years.
This experience speaks to the usefulness of
the program to states. Racial profiling is a
form of racial discrimination that was thrust
back into the forefront of national concern by
the tragic killing of Trayvon Martin, who died
one year ago today.

Racial profiling on roads built with federal
funds is a violation of Title VI of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act, because it amounts to a govern-
ment subsidy of discrimination. However, while
racial profiling remains more widespread in
our country than most other forms of discrimi-
nation, there is little experience in developing
legislation in this sensitive area to address ra-
cial profiling while allowing for appropriate law
enforcement. My bill would help states to bet-
ter develop their racial profiling laws and help
train law enforcement to avoid these prob-
lems.

My bill imposes no mandates on states. In-
stead, it simply authorizes a grant program,
but does not require states to participate.
However, it provides resources that many
states and localities clearly need if they are to
curb racial profiling.
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Tuesday, February 26, 2013

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, | want to state that
on February 15, | missed several rollcall votes
due to the Citizens Medal ceremony honoring
the following constituents, Rachel Davino,
Anne Marie Murphy, Lauren Rousseau, Vic-
toria  Soto, Mary Sherlach, and Dawn
Hochsprung. These six extraordinarily talented
and courageous teachers and administrators
dedicated their lives to education and to the
children of Sandy Hook Elementary in New-
town, Connecticut. When unimaginable trag-
edy struck, they gave their lives protecting
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those same children. As a community, New-
town will always feel their loss. As a country,
we will always look to their courage. Had |
been present | would have voted:

I. Nay—H. Con. Res. 15—Adjournment
Resolution: | would have voted “nay” as the
House should stay in session and work to find
a reasonable alternative to the irrational,
across-the-board spending cuts in the pending
sequester.

2. Aye—Final Passage of H.R. 273: | would
have voted “aye” to prevent a pay increase
for Members of Congress in 2013 and am an
original cosponsor of a bill to prevent a pay in-
crease for Members of Congress for the entire
113th Congress. In these tough economic
times and until the budget is balanced, it's not
fair for Members of Congress to receive any
form of pay increase when others are asked to
cut their budgets.

3. Aye—Final Passage of H. Res. 65: Con-
demning the Government of North Korea for
its flagrant and repeated violations of multiple
United Nations Security Council resolutions,
for its repeated provocations that threaten
international peace and stability, and for its
February 12, 2013 test of a nuclear device.

——————

NEIL A. ARMSTRONG FLIGHT RE-
SEARCH CENTER AND HUGH L.
DRYDEN AERONAUTICAL TEST
RANGE DESIGNATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 25, 2013

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to speak about H.R.
667, a bill to rename the Dryden Flight Center
as the Neil A. Armstrong Flight Research Cen-
ter. I, along with millions around the world
were terribly saddened to hear the news this
past August of the passing of Neil Armstrong,
a genuine American hero and an inspiration to
countless people around the world. This bill
was introduced as one way of paying tribute to
a man who exemplified the true meaning of
public service through a life of inspiring others
through his bravery and self-sacrifice. It would
rename the Dryden Flight Research Center at
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Edwards Air Force Base as the Neil A. Arm-
strong Flight Research Center, while still nam-
ing the Western Aeronautical Test Range with-
in the center as the Hugh L. Dryden Aero-
nautical Test Range. For those who may be
unfamiliar with him, Dr. Dryden was a true
aeronautics visionary, and an individual worthy
of our recognition and esteem.

Last year, in my capacity as ranking mem-
ber of the House Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, | had the opportunity
to participate in the Congressional Gold Medal
ceremony honoring Mr. Neil Armstrong, along
with John Glenn, who is also a former senator,
Michael Collins and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, Jr.
Each of these individuals is a genuine national
hero and worthy of our gratitude. They and the
astronauts that preceded and followed them
were willing to put their lives at risk and some-
times make the ultimate sacrifice in order to
push back the frontiers of knowledge and help
our country achieve preeminence in space ex-
ploration.

Yet, it is clear from the way he carried him-
self and his public statements, that Mr. Arm-
strong did not seek public tributes such as the
House is voting on today. Instead, he cared
deeply about the future of our Nation’s space
program, and in his testimony to our Com-
mittee he stressed the importance of sus-
taining our commitment to a strong NASA. So
it's worse than ironic that in the same week
that we are voting to rename a NASA Center
for him, we are going to allow a sequestration
to proceed that will make devastating cuts to
NASA'’s budget and set back the very human
space exploration and aeronautics activities
that Mr. Armstrong championed when he was
alive. These cuts will also hurt the Flight Re-
search Center we are proposing to rename,
likely leading to layoffs and furloughs of dedi-
cated individuals who work at the Center—in-
dividuals who in many cases were probably in-
spired by both Dr. Dryden and Mr. Arm-
strong’'s examples to work for NASA in the
first place.

Mr. Speaker, we can and should do better
than this. | would urge the Majority to bring a
bill to avoid this sequester to the House floor
this week so we can vote on it. We should not
be cutting our critical investments in R&D and
in NASA. That is no way to honor the legacy
of either Neil Armstrong or Hugh Dryden.
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